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PROFESSOR KEMPER FULLERTON 
Oberlin Theological Seminary, Oberlin, Ohio 



VI. The date of the original Hebrew of Ecclesiasticus as dis- 
tinguished from the Greek translation and Prologue may safely 
be placed in the first decades of the third century (190-180 B.C.)- 2 
In our study of the Prologue we have seen how the history 
of the Psalter is bound up with the history of the Canon. The 
Prologue said nothing directly about the Psalter. Yet, in its 
testimony to the existence of the group of Writings it witnessed 
indirectly to the existence of the Psalter which, it was assumed, 
belonged to the nucleus of the Writings. It now remains to justify 
that assumption. We have therefore first of all to inquire whether 
Ben Sira recognized a third division of the Hebrew Scriptures as 
clearly as his grandson did and then to ask if the Psalter belonged 
to this division. 

BEN SIRA AND THE CANON 

i. It is generally maintained and with good reason that Ben 
Sira recognized only two divisions of the Scriptures — the Law and 
the Prophets. 3 The evidence for this proposition is found in the 
great hymn, The Praise of Famous Men, chaps. 44-50. In this 
eulogy Ben Sira characterizes in chronological order, beginning 
with Enoch, the various heroes who had made the history of his 
people illustrious. 4 With two exceptions (Job and Nehemiah) 

1 Continued from the issue of the Biblical World for December,. 1010. 

2 The attempt has been revived of late to push back the date of Ecclesiasticus a 
hundred years, but I cannot think that the grounds for this are strong enough to 
require rebuttal here. 

3 Some scholars have argued that because the grandson speaks of his grand- 
father as "having studied the Law, the Prophets, and the patristic books," therefore 
the grandfather must have been acquainted with the tripartite division. But we 
cannot argue from the terminology used by the grandson in referring to the Scripture 
to the way in which the grandfather would have referred to them. 

* After giving the heroes of the Law he describes the Judges (collectively), Samuel, 
Nathan, David, Solomon, Rehoboam, Jeroboam, Elijah, Elisha, Hezekiah and Isaiah, 
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the men whom he commemorates are all heroes of the Law and the 
Prophets. 5 After Nehemiah no one is mentioned until the high 
priest Simon, the author's own contemporary. The omission of 
such popular idols as Ezra, 6 Daniel, Mordecai, and Esther, the 
great characters of the Writings, at once strikes the attention and 
calls for explanation. The only adequate explanation which has 
been forthcoming is the hypothesis that the third group had not 
as yet been completed. This hypothesis is confirmed by the 
established fact that at least Daniel' and Esther were not yet 
written. 

But we may go a step farther and ask whether there was any 
third group of Writings at all in Ben Sira's day, definitely recog- 
nized as belonging to the Scriptures. There were books in exist- 
ence (e.g., Job) which afterward stood in the third division; but 
did these form a group by themselves, sharply distinguished from 
the two former groups? Probably not. It would seem that 
in Ben Sira's day books which were subsequently classed together 
in the third group, were still more or less entangled with the second 
group. The evidence for this is found in Ben Sira's peculiar allu- 
sion to Job in his praise of Ezekiel: 

Ezekiel saw a vision 

And revealed the creatures in the chariot. 

And also he mentioned Job as a prophet 

Who fulfilled all the ways of righteousness. 

And also the Twelve prophets — 

May their bones flourish in their place.' 

Here Job is not only inserted among the prophets, between Eze- 
kiel and the Twelve, but is actually called a prophet. But at this 
point an exegetical difficulty arises. The praise of Job is sub- 
sumed under the praise of Ezekiel. It has been supposed that 
this was due to the fact that Ezekiel mentioned Job (14:20:6:.). 

Josiah, Destruction of Jerusalem and Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Job, The Twelve (collec- 
tively), Zerubbabel, Joshua, Nehemiah, Simon the Son of Onias! 

s The allusions to Zerubbabel and Joshua are best explained out of Haggai and 
Zechariah, rather than out of Ezra. 

6 Compare the silence as to Ezra at II Mace. 2:13 noted above. 

'B. S. 49:9. The Hebrew manuscript is mutilated at this point. I give the 
text with one exception as restored by Smend. 
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But why should such an incidental allusion to Job in Ezekiel be 
a reason for praising Ezekiel ? At first sight Ben Sira's reference 
to Job in this connection seems pointless. 8 Is there not some- 
thing more here than lies on the surface ? Ben Sira evidently 
has a high regard for Job. He alludes to the book frequently. 
In the present passage he classes him with the prophets. This 
was contrary to the opinion that subsequently prevailed in the 
Palestinian tradition and which may well have been entertained 
by many of Ben Sira's contemporaries. If we may suppose that 
there was a dispute in progress as to the right of Job to be incor- 
porated with the Prophets, we can at once understand the pecul- 
iarity of Ben Sira's allusion. He is citing the authority of Eze- 
kiel in support of his own views. If this is the correct inference 
from the above passage we find ourselves right in the midst of the 
process of canon-building. There was a collection of Prophets 
as distinct from the Law, but its limits were not yet authoritatively 
determined. The exact classification of all the books which laid 
claims to being regarded as Scripture was still incomplete. 9 What 
is demonstrably true in the case of Job is inferentially true in the 
case of other books of the third group known to be in existence at 
that time (e.g., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Nehemiah's Memorabilia). 
Only we are not to draw the wrong conclusion from this fact. We 
are not to infer that when these books were finally distinguished 
more sharply from the Prophets, it meant that they were less 
appreciated than before. Rather, their temporary association 
with the Prophets meant that the Canon of the Prophets itself 
was still inchoate. 10 A hard and fast dogmatic theory concerning 
them had not as yet been fixed. Hence the occasional confusion 

8 Accordingly Smend followed by Ryssel would emend to "I [i.e., Ben Sira] will 
make mention." But this is against all the textual authorities which read the verb 
as a third person with Ezekiel as subject. 

» It has been sometimes argued that the way in which the Twelve are referred to 
collectively and placed after the other prophets in the position which they occupy in 
our present Hebrew Bibles implies that the collection of Prophets was as definitely 
grouped and ordered as it is at present. This overlooks the fact that in very early 
times the books were written on different rolls. Hence it is not likely that a definite 
order of the prophetic books was recognized at this time. 

10 Contrast the subsequent period when Daniel the prophet could not be included 
in the prophetic collection because it was closed to further additions. 



STUDIES IN THE PSALTER 51 

of Prophets and Writings did not mean a higher conception of the 
canonicity of the Writings in these earlier times, but a less accurately 
formulated theory of the canonicity of the Prophets. In other words, 
in Ben Sira's day we are in a more primitive stage of canon-build- 
ing than in the time of his grandson. What was true of the third 
group in the time of the grandson was true of the second group 
in the time of the grandfather. Its periphery was more or less 
wavering and inconstant. 

2. This uncertain line of demarkation between the last two 
collections of the Scriptures corresponds with the fact that the 
very conception of a canon was not as yet clearly formulated by 
Ben Sira. For example, after likening the Law in its fructifying 
power to the Pishon, the Tigris, the Euphrates, the Jordan, and 
the Gihon, he continues (B. S. 24:3off.): 

And I — I was as an irrigating ditch, 

And as a conduit which flows into a garden. 

I said, I will water my garden, 

And give my garden-beds drink; 

And behold my ditch became a stream, 

And my stream became a sea. 

Once again will I let instruction shine out as the dawn, 

And beam afar off. 

Once again will I pour out doctrine as prophecy, 

And leave it to everlasting generations. 

Behold! I have not labored for myself alone, 

But for all those that seek wisdom. 

There were Holy Writings (Scriptures) in existence, pre-eminently 
the Law, which were authoritative and upon which Ben Sira relied. 
His subordination to them is clear. Compared with them his 
writings are but as a conduit compared with a river." But the dis- 
tinction of his own writings from the Scriptures, at least from the 
Prophets, is not so clear. He also can pour forth instruction as 
prophecy and his instruction will be of lasting benefit to his people." 

11 He compares himself also to a late comer and a gleaner (36 : 16a; 30 : 25) . 

12 He does not labor for himself alone but for all who love discipline (30: 26). He 
feels justified in demanding the attention of the leaders of the congregation (30:27), 
and toward the close of his work pronounces a blessing upon those who meditated 
upon the words of wisdom which he had uttered in prophetic insight (50: 27, 28; the 
text is somewhat doubtful but I give the probable meaning of the passage; cf. Smend 
ad loc). 
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All this is incompatible with a developed theory of the Canon, 
such as we find in Josephus {Contra Apionem I, 8). 13 

If we have correctly construed the position of Ben Sira in the 
history of the Canon, we can at once understand how a nucleus 
for a third group of writings came into existence. When a theory 
of a distinctively prophetic collection was more precisely devel- 
oped and the boundary line of the collection came to be more 
tightly drawn, certain books, like Job, found themselves on the 
outside of the collection, more probably for topical than for dog- 
matic reasons. These books would form the nucleus of the third 
group. If the implications of B. 8.49:9 have been correctly educed, 
this nucleus was forming in Ben Sira's day. Does the Psalter 
belong to this germinating nucleus ? 

BEN SIRA AND THE PSALTER 

i . There can be no doubt that a collection of psalms was known 
to Ben Sira. In the general introduction to the hymn already 
alluded to the author proposes to sing the praises of the kings of 
Israel, the Prophets, the Wise Men, and also of 

Those who search out psalms [mizmor] according to rule 
Composers of proverbs in books. 1 '' 

2. But further, Ben Sira knew of a Davidic collection of psalms. 
David is praised as one who 

In all his works gave thanks 

To God most high in words of glory; 

With all his heart he loved his Maker, 

And all his days he praised him in a constant sacrifice; 

Stringed instruments of song [music] he established before the 

altar, 
And the sound of psalms [i.e. the psalms as sung] he adapted to 

the harps. z s 

The fact that the Psalms went under the name of David war- 
rants us in drawing the inference that Ben Sira would regard them 

13 Ben Sira occupies about the same position with reference to the Old Testament 
Canon that Clement of Rome or Barnabas does to the New Testament Canon. 

14 Cf. 44:5. The somewhat obscure phrase in vs. 50 seems to refer to the metri- 
cal composition of the psalms. 

15 Cf. 47:8, 9. The exact meaning of the text is again somewhat doubtful, but 
the composition of psalms is almost certainly implied. 
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as sacred. A collection of Davidic psalms would be at least on a 
level with Job in its scriptural authority, and would undoubtedly 
belong among those books which were more or less confused with 
the group of Prophets and finally formed the nucleus of the group 
of Writings. This conclusion is amply borne out when we come to 
examine Ben Sira's use of the Psalms. Such an examination will 
also aid us to determine the extent of the collection in use in Ben 
Sira's day. 

3. The problem of the use of the Psalter by Ben Sira has been 
thrown into an entirely new light by the recent discoveries of the 
Hebrew fragments of Ecclesiasticus. Up till 1896 the only known 
ancestors of all existing texts were the Greek translation of the 
grandson and a Syriac translation. But since 1896 an increasing 
number of Hebrew fragments have been discovered, till now about 
two-thirds of the work exists in the original language. In the ver- 
sions the relationship between Ecclesiasticus and the Psalter was 
obscured, but with the discovery of the Hebrew fragments an 
intimate connection between the two works is seen to exist. All 
discussions of the date of the Psalter carried on before 1896 must 
be revised in the light of the new evidence. Unfortunately the 
new light is not always sufficiently clear to enable us to see objects 
in their exact forms and relationships. Only general outlines 
are discernible. Great caution must therefore be exercised lest 
in the blur of the new dawn we become confused in our investi- 
gations. The difficulty lies in Ben Sira's peculiar method of 
scriptural quotation. Only once does he formally cite the Scrip- 
tures. 16 He seldom even quotes them. His relationship to them 
consists almost exclusively in the use of a common body of phrases, 
and even these are not always used in the same way. His rela- 
tionship to the Old Testament is thus largely one of allusion, 
frequently of the most subtle kind. It is for this reason that it 
has so often been obscured in translation and has been fully recog- 
nized only after the discovery of the original Hebrew. 

What is true of Ben Sira's use of the Scriptures generally is 
equally true of his use of the Psalter. This fact greatly compli- 
cates our problem. Observe just what the question before us is: 

16 48: 10, where Mai. 4:51!. (3:23 ff.) is cited with the formula "as it is written." 
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Was our Psalter, which we have seen to be extant in all probabil- 
ity by 117 B.C., also extant in the same form by 190-180 B.C.? 
In recent years it has been the fashion to bring down the final 
redaction of the Psalter to a much later period in order to allow 
opportunity for the incorporation of a large number of psalms 
supposed to be Maccabean. The relationship of Ben Sira to these 
or to allied psalms becomes very important. But where the 
relationship is of the allusive kind described above, the question 
of priority becomes very difficult to determine. It will greatly 
help us to pass an intelligent judgment upon this relationship if 
we first examine some typical instances of his relationship to the 
Law where the question of priority is determined upon independent 
grounds. 

a) In the first place Ben Sira uses many phrases just as we do, 
which are current in the Law or in other parts of Scripture, e.g., 
"A land flowing with milk and honey," "to find favor in the eyes," 
"a respecter of persons," "men of worth," "dust and ashes," 
etc. 

b) Of more importance are such phrases as "the sword that 
executeth vengeance" (B. S. 39:30; cf. Lev. 26:25) or "fiery 
heat and drought" (B. S. 40:9; cf. Deut. 28:22) which occur but 
once in the Bible. 

c) Still more characteristic are the cases where Ben Sira has 
adapted the biblical phraseology to his own purposes, but where 
there can be no reasonable doubt that he had the original biblical 
contexts in mind: 

1. Gen. 3: 20: And the man called his wife Eve, for she was the mother of 

all living. 
B. S. 40: 29: From the day that he went forth from the womb of his mother 
until the day he returned to the mother of all living. 

Ben Sira applies the phrase "mother of all living," which is found 
only at Gen. 3: 20, to Mother Earth! 

2. Exod. 24:10: And they saw the God of Israel and beneath his feet was as 

it were a paved work of sapphire stone and as the heaven 
itself [lit. the substance of the heaven] for clearness. 
B. S. 43 : 1 : The beauty of the height is the clear firmament 
And the substance of the heavens a glorious sight. 
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The phrase "heaven itself" is again unique at Exod. 24:10, and 
observe the reference to "clear" in both passages: 

3. Deut. 28:2: And all these blessings shall come upon thee and overtake 

thee. 
B . S. 3 : 8 : In word and deed honor thy father 

That all blessings may overtake thee. 

Ben Sira gives to the general promise in Deuteronomy a special 
application, but there is no room to doubt his dependence upon 
Deuteronomy as only here is the verb "overtake" used of blessings. 
Sometimes Ben Sira's allusions are very slight and elusive. 
For example: 

4. B . S. 46 : 6 : And then because he [Joshua] wholly followed the Lord 

And in the days of Moses showed piety, 
He and Caleb the son of Jephunneh — 

The phrase "wholly followed" is a peculiar phrase in the Hebrew 
and with but one exception (I Kings 11:6) it is used only of Caleb 
in the Bible. 17 Ben Sira uses it of Joshua, but he associates Caleb 
with Joshua which shows that he had the biblical use of the phrase 
in mind. Such an allusion would be completely lost on one who 
was not thoroughly acquainted with the Scriptures and only one 
who was himself steeped in them would be capable of making such 
a subtle allusion. The noticeable thing about all these allusions 
is that in not one of them is the thought or phrasing left untouched. 
Some new twist or turn is always given to it. 18 

If, now, we turn to the Psalter, we shall find that the relation- 
ship of Ben Sira to it is precisely like his relationship to the Law. 

a) There are those cases where isolated expressions which occur 
in the Psalter are also found in Ecclesiasticus. Thus "crown of 

''Num. 14:24, 32 ff.; Deut. 1:36; Josh. 14:8, 9, 14. 

18 An interesting analogy to Ben Sira's use of Scripture is found in Kipling. Take, 
for example, the following introductory stanza from "The Song of the English": 

Fair is our lot — Oh, goodly is our heritage (cf. Ps. 16:6). 

(Humble ye my people and be fearful in your mirth) (cf. Ps. 2:11), 

For the Lord our God Most High. 
He hath made the deep as dry (cf. Isa. 44:27). 

He hath smote for us a pathway to the ends of all the earth (cf. Tsa. 
11:15; Ps. 59:13). 
There is scarcely a phrase in this stanza that is not taken from the Old Testament. 
Line 2, especially, is exactly in the manner of Ben Sira. 
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gold" (B. S. 45: 12), though natural enough in English, has a com- 
bination of Hebrew words found again only in Ps. 21:3. The 
phrase "lips of grace" (B. S. 6:5), which are said to "receive 
greetings" (lit. peace) reminds of Ps. 45:2. Only here and at 
Prov. 22:11 are "grace" and "lips" conjoined. The phrase 
"such as turn aside to lies" (B. S. 51 : 2c), which involves a difficult 
Hebrew construction, is found again only at Ps. 40:4. "Arrows 
of a deceitful tongue" (B. S. 51:6) is strongly reminiscent of Ps. 
52:4 and Ps. 120:3, 4)- 

b) When the peculiar word or idiom occurs in what is also a 
thought parallel, the connection is much closer: 

1. Ps. 15:3 (Book I) : He that hath no slander on his tongue. 
B. S. 4 : 28 (5 : 14) : Do not slander with thy tongue. 

The word for "slander" used here is found again only at II Sam. 
19:28 and then in a different form: 

2. Ps. 34 : 9 (Book I) : There is no want to them that fear him. 
B. S. 40: 26: There is no want in the fear of Jehovah. 

The word for "want" used here is not found again in the Old 
Testament. 

c) At times Ben Sira differs from the Psalms in a way to 
suggest intentional adaptation and hence dependence upon the 
Psalter : 

3. Ps. 25 : 6 (Book I) : Remember thy tender mercies, O Jehovah, 

And thy loving kindnesses for they have been from of old. 
B. S. 51 : 8: And I remembered the tender mercies of Jehovah 

And his loving-kindnesses which have been from of old. 

Here the appeal to Jehovah in the Psalm would seem to have been 
changed to a statement of experience by Ben Sira. It is as if he 
wished to testify that the prayer of Jehovah had been answered. 
Observe also the identity of the parallelism : 

4. Ps. 89 : 26 (Book III, appendix) : He shall cry unto me, Thou art my Father 

My God, and the Rock of my Salvation. 
B. S. 51:10: And I cried, O Lord, Thou art my Father 

My God and the hero of my salvation. 

What is put into the mouth of the future Davidic king in the 
psalm is adopted by Ben Sira to describe his own experience. In 
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the present case the dependence of Ben Sira upon the psalm is so 
clear that the corrupted Hebrew text of Ecclesiasticus can be 
safely emended from the psalm: 19 

5. Ps. 89: 29: His seed also will I make to endure for ever 

And his throne as the days of heaven. 
B. S. 45: 15: And it became for him as an everlasting covenant 
And for his seed as the days of heaven. 

What the psalm applies to the Davidic king is this time applied 
by Ben Sira to Aaron, probably a reflection of the changed politi- 
cal situation in Ben Sira's day. 20 Observe also the collocation of 
"seed" and "days of heaven" in both. 

d) In other cases the relationship would seem to be simply 
imitative : 

6. Ps. 107:23, 24 (Book V): They that go down to the sea in ships 
Ps. 104: 25, 26 (Book IV): That do business in great waters 

These see the works of Jehovah 

And his wonders in the great deep. 

Yonder is the sea great and wide 

Wherein are things creeping innumerable 

Both small and great beasts, 

There go the ships 

Leviathan whom thou hast formed to play therein. 
B. S. 43 : 24, 25 : They that go down to the sea tell of its extent 
At the hearing of our ear we are astonished 
There are wonderful things, astonishing things of his works, 
Creatures of all sorts and the monstrous ones of the fish. 

Note especially the gesticulatory "there" in both passages: 

7. Ps. 147 : 19 (Book V) : He giveth snow like wool 

He scattereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 
B. S. 43 : 19: As flocks of birds he shakes out his snow 

And also the hoar-frost he pours out as salt. 

The relationship between Ben Sira and Ps. 147 is further strength- 
ened by the following similarity in parallelism: 

8. Ps. 147: 19: He showeth his word unto Jacob 

His statutes and ordinances unto Israel. 

■» The emendation is supported by the Greek. 

20 Ben Sira is fond of such adaptations. Cf. 45:12 with Ps. 21:3 and 44:21 
withPs. 72:8. 
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B. S. 45: 5: That he might tell in Jacob his statutes 

And his testimonies and ordinances to Israel. 

9. Ps. 131 : 1 (Book V, Pilgrim Songs) : Neither do I walk in great matters 

Or in things too wonderful for me. 
B. S. 3:21: What is too wonderful for thee do not seek out 

And what is beyond thy strength do not search out. 

The context suggests that Ben Sira is elaborating the lesson of 
Ps. 131: 

10. Ps. 106 : 23 (Book IV) : [Moses] stood in the breach before him. 

B. S. 45:23c: [Phinehas] was zealous for the almighty God 

And stood in the breach before him. 

The phrase "stood in the breach" occurs again only in Ezek. 13:5 
and 22:30, but Ben Sira seems to give an accommodation of the 
psalm-passage as in the preceding context, B. S. 45:18 (And they 
were jealous of him [Aaronl in the wilderness), is a reminiscence 
of Ps. 106:16. Similarly, acknowledged dependence of Ben Sira 
upon certain psalms helps us to trace out subtle allusions to the 
same psalm which might otherwise escape us. E. g., 

11. Ps. 89: 19: I have exalted one [David] chosen out of the people. 

B. S. 47:2: As the fat was exalted [i.e., separated] from the offering 
So David from Israel. 

In view of the established dependence of Ben Sira upon Ps. 89 
(cf. 4 and 5) this example becomes of especial importance, as it 
illustrates the very recondite character of the relationship which 
exists at times between Ben Sira and the psalms (cf. what was 
said above on the phrase "wholly followed"). 

d) The following instances are types of very many cases of 
connection where the priority is less easy to determine, if they are 
each examined separately: 

12. Ps. 71: 16 (Book 11, non-Davidic) : Oh God thou hast taught me from my 

youth. 
B. S. 51:15: From my youth I have been taught 

wisdom. 

13. Ps. 49:10 (Book II): And they shall leave their wealth to others. 
B. S. 14: 15: Wilt thou not leave to another thy wealth ? 

14. Ps. 22:5 (Book 1) : They trusted in Thee [God] and were not put to shame. 
B. S. 15:4: In it [the Law] he trusts and is not put to shame. 

[To be continued] 



